Characterization of abnormal respiratory movements in schizophrenic, bipolar and mentally handicapped patients with typical tardive dyskinesia.
A population of 76 patients with typical tardive orofacial dyskinesia, and from which cases of respiratory disease had been excluded, were evaluated for abnormal respiratory movements. Such abnormality was present in 34 patients (45%), and was unrelated to age, sex or smoking habits. However, patients with respiratory movement disorder showed more severe orofacial dyskinesia and higher blood pressure. Putative pathophysiological processes implicated in this often unappreciated component of the tardive dyskinesia syndrome are discussed.